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THE NORTHERN IRELAND COMMITTEE OF
THE NUFFIELD PROVINCIAL HOSPITALS' TRUST
THEfirst meeting took place recently in Belfast of the Northern Ireland Committee
of the Nuffield Provincial Hospitatls Trust. It will be recalled that in 1942 there
was constituted the Northern Ireland Regional Hospitals Council, under the chair-
manship of Mr. D. Lindsay Keir (nlow Sir David Lindsay Keir). This Council was
formed under the agis of the Nuffield Provincial Hospitals Trust, and it will be
remembered mainly for its "Survey of the Hospitals Services of Northern Ireland,"
which was published in 1945, and, following that, its "Plan for the Hospital
Services for Northern Ireland, published in 1946 as "The Red Book." Many tributes
have been paid in Parliament and elsewhere to the assistance these publications
afforded to those responsible for framing the present Hospitals Service.
With the passing of the Health Services Act (Northern Ireland(), 1948, it was
believed that the Council, under its then Constitution, had fulfilled its main purpose.
It was felt, however, that there was a place for an independent voluntary body,
fully representative of all the health and social services, and, accordingly, the
final act of the Regionial Hospitals Council was to draw up a new Constitution,
providing for the formation of a new committee, to be knowni as the Northern
Ireland Committee of the Nuffiekl Provincial Hospitals Trust.
Under its Constitution, this Committee has, for its purpose
(a) To assist the co-ordination on an area basis of hospital services.
(b) To initiate and promote research which aims at the raising of the standard
of hospital services throughout the area.
(c) To a(dvise on any proposals which serve the foregoing purposes.
Further, its funlctionls are to advise anid co-operate with the statutory andl other
bodies on such matters as man seem conducive to the improvement of the hospital,
ancillary, or auxiliarv services within the area, and also to initiate, promote, and
encourage, whether independently or in consultation with appropriate bodies,
research on causation, prevention, and treatment of (disease, and for the improve-
ment of the hospital, ancillary, ancd auxiliary services. It aims to achieve in every
possible way the raising of the stan(dard of service to the patient throughout the
area.
The first meeting of this Committee was mainly concerned with business of a
formal character, but preliminary discussion took place on several projects wh-ich
might ultimately tend to fulfil the fundamental aims of the Committee.
It was decided that the existence of the Committee should be made public, so
that any person or body of persons interested might have an opportunity of sub-
mitting for the consideration of the Committee proposals coming within its purposes
and functions.
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